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Message From the President 


The first issue of the Bulletin of the Pennsylvania Library Association makes its bow 
to you! We have long talked of our desire for such a publication. Now we launch it 
under circumstances which emphasize the need for a means of communicating to the 
membership the news of professional activities throughout the State, and also reports of 
the plans and progress of the officers and committees. 


The situation in regard to annual meetings makes it imperative that we strengthen 
the links of our chain. e sacrificed to the war effort the conferences of 1942 and 1943, 
and it would be expecting too much to think that the abbreviated meeting, hastily called 
in 1944, could amend fully the results of a three-year period of comparative inaction. 
Furthermore, from all indications, we shall be obliged to forego the inspiration and 
stimulus which we hoped to obtain by meeting in 1945. But the important thing is that 
the spirit of the Association is still sound. There is ample evidence of that. And, in this 
new publication, there are great possibilities for our common cause. The future of the 
Bulletin and the prospects of the P. L. A. are closely intertwined. Let us, each one, 
pledge to both our full support and best effort! 


HELEN A. GANSER, President. 


Greetings From the State Librarian 


This is in the nature of an informal report by the State Librarian to our Associa- 
tion. The past years have been ones of increasing handicaps due to shortage of per- 
sonnel, and to practically complete cessation of binding service under state contract. 
We have not yet been obliged to curtail any essential public services, with the possible 
exception of delay in sending traveling libraries. On the brighter side, our budget 
allowance has enabled us to purchase books more freely. 


By the time this is printed final appropriation figures will no doubt be available. 
The 1945/47 budget appropriation bills carry $255,000 for the State Library and 
Museum, an increase of $15,000 over the present biennium; and $79,000 for State Aid 
to County Libraries, an increase of $24,000 


My principal message to the members of the Pennsylvania Library Association 
is a statement of reassurance that the Pennsylvania State Library is dedicated to the 
furthering of complete library service to all the citizens of our Commonwealth, and 
in this we seek the cooperation of all members of our Association. 


ALFRED DECKER KEATOR, Director 
State Library and Museum. <TC 
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Ex.iotr H. Morse, University of Pes 


The members of the Pennsylvan: 
Library Association have long felt t! 
the Association should sponsor a regu 
publication. The only justification 
the existence of our organization is tl 
we stand for certain principles and we 
must work together to achieve them. 
We cannot obtain lasting results with- 
out some way of publicizing our aims 
and encouraging the efforts made to- 
ward their fulfillment. 

Pennsylvania librarians who have 
been in the Association for some time 
will remember the former publication, 
Pennsylvania Library and Museum 
Notes, issued by the Department of 
Public Instruction, which ceased publi- 
cation in 1941. It was immediately 
preceded by Pennsylvania Library 
Notes, which began in April, 1908. At 
that time it was the announced purpose 
of the publication to serve as, “a means 
of communication with and among li- 
brary workers in the state”, and that no 
attempt was being made, “to rival the 
regular library journals.” It was recog- 
nized that it is important for Pennsyl- 
vania librarians, “to become acquainted 
with what others are doing in the same 
field and that this will foster wholesome 
rivalry.” 

Thirty-seven years later we do not 
find that our objectives are basically 
different. As an association we must 
work to give better library service to 
the citizens of our state. This means 
that we must make more books and 
better books available to the greatest 
number of Pennsylvanians. There is 
much to be done along these lines and 
our association must be an active force 
for the spread of educational opportuni- 
ties. 

To contribute toward this end, the 
BULLETIN will keep the membership in- 
formed about state and local legislation 
which deserves our support or calls for 
our opposition. Whatever progress is 
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Dhis issue 


Lots A. Reep, Bryn Mawr College 


mace toward our goal will be noted and 
ipplouded. The membership needs to 
\ept informed of conditions which 
' remedying so that we do not be- 
complacent with things as they 

are. 

Space will be provided for regional 
news items and the editors will encour- 
age regional reporters to keep the But- 
LETIN informed of local developments. 
The various sections of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association will be asked 
to tell the activities of their groups. 

This BULLETIN will be only as good 
as the material which is put into it. Its 
quality is not merely a concern of the 
editors but it is a responsibility of the 
entire membership. The pages of this 
Buttetin shall be a forum for the ex- 
change of ideas in which all members 
are asked to participate. A relatively 
small group cannot possibly know all 
that is going on in a state the size of 
Pennsylvania unless all of our members 
help gather the news. 

This will be your BuLLET1N; help us 
to make it a fine one by taking a per- 
sonal interest in its future. 

The BuLtetin is published quarterly 
by the Pennsylvania Library Associa- 
tion. Members of the Association re- 
ceive the BuLietin without further 
charge as part of their membership 
privilege. Subscription price to others: 
$1.00 per year. 

Please send your contributions and 
comments for the next issue to the Edi- 
tors by June 15. 


Publications Committee 

Atrrep D. Kreator 

State Library, Harrisburg 
Maup Minster 

Senior High School, Altoona 
Lots A. REED 

Bryn Mawr College 
May V. K. VaLencikx, Chairman 

Allentown Free Library 
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THE PHILADELPHIA CONVENTION 


_ The 44th annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation was held in Philadelphia, Octo- 
ber 18-19. There was a record attend- 
ance for the two-day convention which 
was particularly heart-warming after 
the period of several years in which 
there had been no meetings. The Free 
Library of Philadelphia was the host 
and all of the sessions were held in its 
large lecture room. Ample space was 
provided for exhibits on the third floor 
where a number of publishers had dis- 
plays of books and the rooms were a 
gathering place for visiting librarians. 


President Franklin H. Price opened 
the convention with a few words of 
greeting and introduced Joseph Carson, 
president of the Free Library Board of 
Directors, who gave the address of wel- 
come. The subject of the first session 
was post-war planning for public and 
college libraries. Dean Marie Hamilton 
Law who presided said in opening, “The 
future belongs to those who prepare for 
it.” And it was on this note that the 
conference carried through. The main 
speakers were Harland A. Carpenter, 
librarian, Wilmington Institute, and 
Herbert B. Anstaett, librarian, Fraaklin 
and Marshall College. 


In the evening, Carl W. Hull, libra- 
rian, Du Bois Public Library, told of 
his experiences while in service for two 
years as librarian in the Panama Canal 
Zone. Ernest S. Griffith, director of 
Legislative Reference Service, Library 
of Congress, gave an interesting talk in 
which he telescoped a view of what has 
been happening to our democracy, 
raised questions on the problems facing 
us if we are to preserve a true democ- 
racy, and gave what seemed to him the 
basic needs for assuring its future. 

At the business meeting, held the 
next morning, some of the problems un- 
der discussion were an Association pub- 
lication, the possibilities for Pennsyl- 
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vania’s post-war libraries, United States 
surplus supplies, and the plan for the 
participation of libraries in the coming 


War Loan Drive. 


A literary luncheon was held at the 
Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, at which 
Charles Lee, literary editor of the Phila- 
delphia Record, presided. Local authors 
who spoke were: Hannah Lees, Eliza- 
beth J. Gray Vining, Cornelius Wey- 
gandt, and Thomas B. Costain. 


At the final session, Major Charles 
R. Sanderson, librarian, Toronto Public 
Library, spoke on the librarian’s job. 


‘He built his talk on the basic functions 


of libraries, which he feels are providing 
adequate places with adequate staffs 
for guidance, creating a book-conscious 
public and stimulating reading. This 
is a job which no other agencies can do, 
and before librarians and libraries take 
on any extraneous functions they 
— be sure they measure up to that 
job. 


Judson F. Vodges, Jr., director of the 
Philadelphia Committee of the Penn- 
sylvania Economy League, gave an ex- 
cellent talk on job classification as the 
first step toward salary standardization 
which was based on a survey made 
about a year ago for the Free Library of 
Philadelphia. He emphasized job anal- 
ysis and classification as something well 
worth the effort whether done by ex- 
perts or by the library itself. 


Mr. Price then presented Helen A. 
Ganser, the new president. In her ac- 
ceptance speech Miss Ganser expressed 
what so many must have felt, that 
Major Sanderson had given librarians 
an assurance of the true job of libraries 
and she suggested that we return to find 
out just where we do not measure up so 
that post-war planning can make us 
true librarians in every sense of the 
word. 
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JUNIOR MEMBERS’ ROUND 
TABLE 


The J. M. R. T. of P. L. A. is compil- 
ing a Directory of Personnel in Penn- 
sylvania Libraries. This will be a re- 
vision of the Directory which was com- 
piled by the J. M. R. T. and issued as 
Volume 17, No. 4, October, 1939, issue 
of the Pennsylvania Library and Muse- 
wm Notes. The directory will include 
names of school, public, county, college, 
and special libraries of Pennsylvania. 
The project is to be completed as near 
as possible by June 1, 1945, and it is 
hoped will be ready for distribution in 
the early Fall, either at P. L. A. meet- 
ing, if one is held, or it will be sent out 
by mail. The P. L. A. has given the 
J. M. R. T. a grant of $50.00 to finance 
the project. 


For compiling the directory, the state 
has been divided into five sections: 
east, west, and central with the metro- 
politan areas of Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh. Each section is to be subdivided 
by counties. There will be a section 
chairman for each region, and a county 
chairman who will be responsible to the 
section chairman. The county chair- 
man will be responsible for seeing that 
each librarian in his county receives, 
fills out, and returns a multigraphed 
form which will be sent to the sectional 
chairman for inclusion in the directory. 
The central committee will assemble 
the final report. 


The directory aims to list all active 
librarians in Pennsylvania, special, pub- 
lic, county, college, school, etc. 


All full-time employees of the library, 
both professional and clerical, are to be 
listed. Teachers acting as school libra- 
rians are to be included. 


The committee is anxious to have as 
accurate, complete, and up-to-date list 
as possible, so if anyone does not re- 
ceive a form or knows of anyone not 
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receiving one, will they please let their 
county chairman know or write to the 
central committee? 


The present form to be filled out is 
somewhat changed from the former 
one. The information asked includes 
name, library, city, county, position, li- 
brary degree, other degrees, member- 
ship in A. L. A., P. L. A,, and eligibility 
for membership of J. M. R. T. This is 
the information to be included in the 
directory in addition to the starring of 
persons who have their Pennsylvania 
library certification. The format is 
planned to include an alphabetical list- 
ing by name and a listing by place or 
_— rather than county as previously 

one. 


Any comments or suggestions as to 
the format will be appreciated by the 
committee. 


Central Committee 


Ruts J. Bicketr 

Lois G. PATTERSON 

Leta B. Marsu 

MapbeELyn Fawcett 

Harriet A. Harris 

Exstt M. Kresce, Chairman 


SCHOOL LIBRARY SECTION 


The annual meeting of the Pennsyl- 
vania Council of School Librarians was 
held in connection with the Pennsyl- 
vania State Education Association at 
Harrisburg, December 29. 


President Mildred Schaffstall urged 
each district chairman to arrange for a 
library program at the annual meeting 
in her district. 

Pennsylvania school librarians ex- 
pressed themselves as feeling a need for 
a director of school libraries in the state, 
and instructed the president to appoint 
a committee to consult those in author- 
ity and report at the meeting next year. 

The following officers were elected: 
President, Helen Betterly, State Li- 
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brary, Harrisburg; Vice-President, Rose 
Bower, High School, Williamsport; Sec- 
retary-treasurer, Mildred Schaffstall, 
Camp Curtin Junior High School, Har- 
risburg. 

School Librarians—Please send notes 
for this column to Maud Minster, Sen- 
ior High School, Altoona. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION 
The next step in the organization of 
the Public Libraries Section is the adop- 
tion of by-laws. The following tenta- 
tive draft is submitted for comment and 
criticism. It will be presented for adop- 
tion at the next meeting of the Associa- 
tion, either in its present form or re- 
vised in accordance with your sugges- 
tions. Comments may be sent to the 
chairman of the By-Laws Committee. 


Suggested By-Laws 


Section 1. Name and Purpose. The 
name of the Section shall be the Public 
Libraries Section of the Pennsylvania 
Library Association and its purpose 
shall be to further the advancement of 
public library service in Pennsylvania 
through discussion of public library 
problems and through such projects as 
it may deem advisable. 

Section 2. Membership. All mem- 
bers of the Pennsylvania Library Asso- 
ciation engaged in public library work 
or serving as trustees of public libraries 
are eligible for membership. 

Section 3. Dues. The Section may, 
at any time, elect to charge dues upon 
recommendation of the officers followed 
by a majority vote of the Section mem- 
bership. 

Section 4. Officers. Section officers 
shall be a chairman, vice chairman (and 
chairman-elect) and secretary. The 
secretary shall also serve as treasurer in 
the event that dues are levied. 

Election of officers shall be by major- 
ity vote of those present at the annual 
business meeting of the Section. The 
slate shall be prepared and presented by 
a nominating committee of three, ap- 


pointed by the Section Chairman. 

All officers shall serve for one year or 
until their successors are elected. 

In case of a vacancy during the year, 
an interim officer shall be appointed by 
the Chairman. 

Section 5. Meetings. Section meet- 
ings shall be held in connection with the 
regular annual meetings of the Penn- 
sylvania Library Association. Special 
meetings may be arranged if deemed 
desirable. 

Section 6. Amendments. These by- 
laws may be amended by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present at an an- 
nual meeting of the Section. 

Submitted by: 


Harriet T. Root 
Bethlehem Public Library 
Ciirrorp B. WicHTMAN 
Lancaster Public Library 
Grace W. Estes, Chairman 
Osterhout Free Library, 
Wilkes-Barre 


COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
SECTION 


The College and University Section 
met during the annual meeting at Phil- 
adelphia. 

Practical solutions were discussed for 
the problems which confront college and 
university librarians at the present time. 

Miss Lucy E. Fay, Acting Librarian 
of Temple University, spoke of the need 
of having the position of the librarian 
and his staff clearly defined in the Uni- 
versity statutes. Miss Fay recommends 
the study of the library’s collections by 
the staff. This will result in better 
service to the campus community and 
more intelligent book selection and will 
give the staff members the feeling of 
satisfaction that comes from taking 
part in an important job. 

Dr. Dean P. Lockwood, Librarian of 
Haverford College, told the methods 
used in organizing their “Library Asso- 
ciates” plan. The results have been 
beneficial both financially and in good 
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will created on campus and in the com- 
munity. 

In discussing present-day book selec- 
tion problems, Mr. Charles B. Shaw, 
Librarian of Swarthmore College, sug- 
gested that the poor quality of current 
book production and high prices in the 
auction market make it desirable, if 
possible, to accumulate funds for pur- 
chase of foreign books after the war. 

Mr. Alfred M. Githens, the promi- 
nent architect, recommended examin- 
ing our present buildings critically to 
see if we are making the most of their 
possibilities. When we start planning 
a new building we should acquaint our- 
selves with the mental attitude of the 
architect. 

Mr. Asa D. Dickinson, Librarian 
Emeritus of Brooklyn College, says in 
planning a new building, first determine 
the needs and then plan to meet them. 
He warned of such pitfalls as lighting, 
acoustics, noisy stairways, and the lack 
of a reserve fund for unforeseen ex- 
penses. 

The following officers were elected for 
1944-45: President, Elliott H. Morse, 
Reference Librarian, University of 
Pennsylvania; Vice-President, Helen I. 
Borneman, Librarian of Wilson College; 
Secretary, William Bryan, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Pittsburgh. 


COUNTY LIBRARY SECTION 


The county libraries met in their an- 
nual convention in Philadelphia. 

The discussion centered around the 
report from the committee on the stand- 
ardization of bookmobiles. Current 
problems of county libraries were also 
considered. 

The officers elected for the current 
year were: Chairman, Kathryn Oller, 
Huntingdon County Library; Secretary- 
treasurer, Mrs. Diantha Carrigan, Ly- 
coming County Free Library. 

Due to transportation difficulties the 
Spring meeting of the section has been 
postponed. 
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British Inquire About Bookmobile 

Miss Dawes Markwell, librarian of 
the Bradford County Library, has been 
asked to furnish information to British 
government authorities relative to the 
operation of the bookmobile that she 
uses in her county library operations. 

The British government is consider- 
ing placing a bookmobile in service on 
the African Gold Coast. The librarian 
there has worked almost a year and has 
come to the conclusion that she can 
accomplish a great deal more by taking 
books out into the rural districts rather 
than to try to establish building units. 
American library authorities were con- 
tacted on their experience with book- 
mobiles and rural library work and they 
referred their English inquirers to Miss 


Markwell. 


Centre County Library 


Mrs. Carl Ifversen, librarian, report- 
ed an increase in the circulation of books 
of more than 14,000 volumes over 1943, 
at the fifth annual meeting of the Board 
of Directors of the Library. Of the 
94,000 volumes circulated in all parts 
of the county, 65 per cent were read by 
children and 35 per cent by adults. The 
large increase in the circulation was 
made possible by the cooperation of the 
teachers of the county and by the regu- 
lar visits of the bookmobile during the 
first six months of the year. In October 
the bookmobile driver, who volunteered 
much of his time, was called into the 
ministry, so no regular bookmobile serv- 
ice has been possible recently. 

The County Library now owns a col- 
lection of over 15,000 volumes. In ad- 
dition to this number the State Library 
in Harrisburg loaned 2,000 volumes for 
general use and 141 volumes on sub- 
jects especially requested by borrowers. 
The Treasurer, Miss A. Blanche Under- 
wood, reported that the total expendi- 
ture for the year was $6,831.48, or an 
average of about 14 cents a year for 
each person in the county. 
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SUMMER SCHOOL SCHOLAR. 
SHIPS 


Once again through the generosity of 
the book dealers and publishers who 
rented exhibition space at the fall meet- 
ing of the P. L. A., the Association is 
able to make its contribution to the 
Penn State Library Summer School. 
This contribution is in the form of four 
scholarships of $75.00 each to be given 
to librarians of the smaller libraries of 
Pennsylvania. 


The scholarships offered come from 
the revenue received either from the 
rental of exhibition space to book pub- 
lishers at the annual meeting of the 
Association, or from the general fund. 
They are offered for the purpose of help- 
ing to raise standards of service in the 
public libraries of the state and are 
awarded to librarians or their assistants 
in Pennsylvania. 


A resolution adopted by the P. L. A. 
in October, 1940, reads, “Resolved: that 
the distribution of scholarships be based 
upon the applicant’s capability and 
promise of development, and the finan- 
cial need of both the applicant and the 
library from which he comes”. 


If you are interested in knowing more 
about the Summer School and the 
Scholarships, write to Willard P. Lewis, 
Librarian, Pennsylvania State College 
Library, or to Evelyn L. Matthews, Li- 
brary Extension Division, State Li- 
brary, Harrisburg. Requests for applica- 
tion blanks for the scholarships should 
be addressed to Miss Matthews. 

Applicants must be graduates of a 
four-year high school or its equivalent. 
They must have had at least six 
months’ experience in a library and 
must be employed in a Pennsylvania 
library. Preference is given to libra- 
rians who work alone in the very small 
libraries, and to assistants in the small 
libraries which have no training classes. 


The scholarships cover the approxi- 


mate cost of fees, room and board for 
the six weeks summer session at Penn- 
sylvania State College for courses in 
library science. 

Undergraduate credits are given for 
these courses by the College, and the 
credits are accepted by the Pennsyl- 
vania Department of Public Instruc- 
tion toward a school librarian’s certifi- 
cate. The College does not offer a de- 
gree in library science. 


LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 
FUND 


Delegates from 33 states, meeting in 
Chicago, January 19 and 20, enthusias- 
tically endorsed the objectives of the 
A. L. A.’s proposed campaign for a 
Library Development Fund, previously 
announced as the Federal Relations 
Fund. The drive to secure $105,000 to 
finance a four-year program is now 
scheduled for the month of April. Penn- 
sylvania’s share in the four-year pro- 
gram amounts to $5,565.00. 


The Fund campaign will appeal to all 
librarians, trustees, and interested lay- 
men for contributions in support of the 
following objectives: 


_(1) To maintain a representative of 
libraries in Washington under the direc- 
tion of the A. L. A.: 


(a) To help secure Army camp li- 
brary books and equipment primarily 
for rural library service, when this prop- 
erty is no longer needed by the Army. 


(b)To help make other federally 
owned surplus property, including 
books, available to college and univer- 
sity libraries, public libraries, state li- 
brary extension agencies and other pub- 
licly supported or tax exempt libraries. 

(c) To provide federal agencies with 
information concerning the nation’s 
needs for improved and extended li- 
brary service. 


(2) To enable the A. L. A. to carry 
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on a national public relations program 
directly and indirectly in support of 
these and related objectives. 
Cart Witiiam Hutt, Librarian 
DuBois Public Library 
Chairman of Pennsylvania Campaign 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 
The Executive Board of the P. L. A. 


has met twice since the October conven- 
tion. Meetings were held at Lancaster 


and Harrisburg, December 7 and March 
9. 


_At the December meeting appropria- 
tions were made for the Summer Li- 
brary School scholarships and for a re- 


vision of the Directory of Pennsylvania. 


Libraries. The place of meeting for the 
next annual conference was discussed 
and it was agreed that it should be in 
the center of the state if conditions per- 
mit a meeting to be held. The report 
of the Publications Committee was 
brought up for consideration and it was 
unanimously voted that the P. L. A. 
issue a BULLETIN, similar in character 
to those issued by other state associa- 
tions. A new committee was appointed 
to prepare the first issue and to have it 
published this Spring. 


WYALUSING LIBRARY 
RECEIVES GIFT 


A fine collection of books from the 
library of the late Martin R. Stalford 
was presented by Miss Elizabeth Stal- 
ford to the Wyalusing Public Library 
in January. The gift consists of stand- 
ard fiction, classics and history and will 
be enjoyed by all patrons of the library. 


Among other books given to the li- 
brary was a collection of Annual Year 
Books of the American Planning and 
Civic Association, and the National 
Conference on State Parks, forwarded 
by Captain Chester Wells. These con- 
tain interesting information concerning 
post-war planning in the fields. Cap- 
tain Wells has continued to send the 
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Official War Department Photographs 
which collection now numbers over 400.: 
photographs of all phases of the war in 
all parts of the world. 


NANTICOKE HAS NEW 
LIBRARY 


The Mill Memorial Library was pre- 
sented to the citizens of Nanticoke by 
the trustees of the Mill estate, at an 
“open house” ceremony, the afternoon 
of January 1, 1945. 

The library is provided for by a trust 
fund established from the estate of Miss 
Samantha J. Mill, a lifelong resident of 
Nanticoke. Her will provides that a 
memorial building be erected at the site 
of her home, but wartime conditions 
made it necessary to established the li- 
brary in temporary quarters near the 
center of Nanticoke. 

An abandoned church of very simple 
design was remodeled to house the li- 
brary collection which numbered about 
5,550 volumes when the library opened. 
The furnishings are dark maple, the 
walls an off-white and the woodwork 
turquoise blue. Window drapery of 
rose, neutral glass curtains and a com- 
fortable settee give the room an infor- 
mal appearance. It provides seating 
accommodations for 48 people. 

The librarian, Miss Louise W. Cald- 
well, came to organize the library from 
the Dayton Public Library. Miss Hal- 
lie C. Carson, the cataloguer, is a for- 
mer school librarian from Bristol, Ten- 
nessee. 


MARYWOOD COLLEGE 
INSTITUTE 


An Institute on the Secondary School 
Library was held at Marywood College, 
Scranton, on March 2 and 3. The 
topics for discussion were the organiza- 
tion of a high school library; the pastor 
and his school library; guiding the teen- 
age reader; and the integration of li- 
brary and classroom. 








